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Primitive Chriſtians 
Bearing their Teſtimony for God in Times of 


PERSECUTION: 


BEING 


Some Sentences of Tertulkan and others, taken out of a Book, catled 
The HMirrour of the Martyrs : How that the Crimes which of Old 
were objected againſt the Chriſtians, were, That they frequented Se- 
ditious Meetings and Conventicles, and that they would Rebel againſt their 

« Superiours : And the Judges and Juſtices grew incenſt againſt them, 
and would not hear their juſt Pleas ; therefore Tertullian com- 
plained, ſaying : | 


T': are our Adverſarys aff:&ed towards us, that they condemn our 


cauſe before it be heard ; which if{t were equally heard, could nor be 

condemned by them - Bur is there any ching more unjuſt, then to 

hate that which is not known, ſecing then Men hate what they know 
not, why ſhould it not be granted us to tollow that we know, and being known 
could not be ſo maligned as it is? Ir is not permitted to Chriſtians to have their 
cauſe publickly heard, whercin ( he ſaid ) rhcir Blindneſs appeared that accuſed 
us as Evil-doers, but the cauſe of Malgfactors is heard, fifted and pleaded, only ro 
Chriſtians it is denyed, not being ſuffered to utter that which would make theic 
cauſe underſtood, nor to defend the Truth, which hinders the Judge from ſhewing 
himſelf juſt. Burt ſeeing the truth condemns that, which Men impoſe upon us 
their laſt refuge is ( ſee Tertu. ) to blear our —_ with the Authority of cheic 
Laws, which (ay they, muſt not be repealed, ( ſaith he) As touching the Law they 
ſpeak of, may not Men fail in framing Laws, and theretore correct and repeal 
what they have Enacted ? doth not experience dayly manifeſt ſo much chat 
antient Laws are abrogated by EnaQting of new * Thence it follows ( faith he ) 
that neicher length of time, nor Authority of the Law makes Laws to be good, 
bur only ſuch as are grounded upon Juſtice and Equity , juſtly then (laick he ) 
may that Law be ſuſpected for bad, it it will not ſuffer ic ſelf to be tryed, and is 
unjuſt, if nor being examined, it yet takes place, 

As for Antiquity, againſt which you tell us we Chriſtians traaſgrels , as there 
was a complaint againlt the Chriſtians, That ſuch Phantaſtical ſingularity was amo 
them, that thoſe things which their Elders had received and allowed, they rejefted and abſ- 
allowed, deriſing every man fuch Laws as they thought good, and obſerve the Same, Aſ- 
ſembling together great multitudes of people. © Saith Tertullian you make Anti- 
«* quity your Ged, and yet yo your ſelves from day to day | ive as you liſt hold- 
« ing thar taſt which you ought to foro, forſaking that which you ought to retain; 
And as for thoſe Crimes that were Objected Againſt them , that they d'd frequent 
Seditious Meetings and Conventicles, and that they would rebell againſt their _— | 
and that their Aſſemblies were unſeemly in ſecret. And they reflected upon them as 
to their Poverty, And that they offended the Majeſty of Princes becauſe they did not give 


them honours which were yaine flatterings orrath ; And thereforechey Accounted 
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their number (cd, upbrading the Chriſtians, (a aying,no'v we ſhall have every 
Apt, Sex and gamtlition and eſtate take unto them the title of a Chriſtian,and they 
grew ſo angry/Mgt the Emperour was aw did Appear ſomewhat favour- 
able ©o theGhriſtians awhile, but afterw leered and (ent forth ſo terrible an 
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commanded all good Chriſtians to be baniſhe out of the 1 
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Hel Þ The I at fo Jv them all Ji 'k Fon it Gor ( es the woman oman) 
S$hith”* pls "Mm Poſt ithitward ho th at L, may ap riake with them of then 
Mar ryredtin.* which the Provoft percely iy their zeal to Go! and'Loye one toan- 
other Nl be ' bidken ,.Like x wil vo wget ,.in, whom renderne(s 
Had &: face;": gave ir nd WER tO The peror, relating the marter, ſaying 
ro him huh wire ife, thou mayeſt . but to Exeente thy CR herein, .1 dare 
not, 'A ME 'orderct ir, by this means by Eioparor 's wrath was appcaſcd, 
andthechſfios had theit Liberty. 
Andes as for the ObjeRions againſt the. Chriſtian! Meetings; as aforſaid, they 
Abel "or ReligioH br re ligious Qerailes are. neither hidden nor unknown, 
Albaittmid theyjwe A Reher | Fempl cs nor Olathe worſhip our Godin ſpirit, 
we adSte him in our Hearts,our care iz. tocxcerciſe our (clyes in tvnuga y, Juſtice 
and cofitinuall Supplications; we fly, and abhor wickedneſs and theſe arc our facri- 
fices weare ftifficiently known to our {clyes, and the badge whereby we are Known 
cach t otheris Inhioceticy and mode Y; oy: e Loye one another and know not 
what its to hace, rhtis'we acEnal dec.our ſelyes brethren, the Children of one 
Father,fotlowers togtthet of the Ah be {nheritcrs of the ſame hope... In 
our mettings we AﬀeX neither Ambition nor ry Glory , But when we meet 
it isro call 0 upon God' With one! hear in our Pra Re pr wy for Princes and 9a 
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Our Mectings are for he noariſhing z; our Faith by holy Adinonicioasi® 4 
Yacreaſe of our hope, to Confirm us yer! more thereia to teachrand Learntlg-Boc- 
-rine. of Gods Commandments z\.we.ulg exhortations, corretionwitch divine feh- 
ſures; if any man: have failcd that they beexcluded from'che anicy 'of-out AC 
ſemblies ; there = \ ApprovediElders to reprove and' Admoniſh,&c: Alto are 
ty contribute .ſomeching monckly of when whey,owill, for none dre 'con- 
fea, this ſo gathered is kept for che Ghurches ftock,,For we Laviſh forth no-' 
thereof og but the whole is Imployed for the Cheriſh- 

ing: the Poor and ng for the. of the Dead; for-mpinrainitg of Poor 
. Orphans, to breed, { $ with, to relievethe: Aged: chaexre Impetent.- And 
4 beſtowed apon thoſe who are. ;n;Priſon,- for. maintainiig-che- Truck of God. 
theſe Aſſemblies of ins ( (aid Ter. ) to beſtiled a Corventicle? - 
ha one aye cave to complaig. we &yer.come rto wronp any ? this 
tie a NE. "meetiog (.{aigþh,he) Appartaines-40. thoſe that con ire Againſt 
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even the Principal in' Authority, who rhe over than, 

| ND hath been caken by us for all this ?! "God WE Nt 

\ that a Jittle, Fire kiadlet;by .Men ſhould rake" Vengeante, for the 
contempt of theDotrine of God, Alas! do you think (aid they): gta Mul- 
titudes of Men? aid wantingto'us ? 'Strarige Naitions that War againſt 
you haye their Territories: lumiored ; but - w& Chriſtians 'are diſperſed your 
Citys, Villages, .your ; Houſes arc withchoſe of ogr 1 
only"'your T ab toy ou apes rhac unleſs we-were tiwsfit rache 
ro.be Killed cher xo ; withotit Armick affail yo *\ bar the 
ere Chriſtian is Enemy ky no Pe hy living,. mach leſs go+his Princez*Wwhom' he 
knowst0 be ordained of his in w he Loveth, Reverenceth; 
and Honoareth him, we g vel nour toourKipg, ther (ſaid they) ſo fr as is 
Lawful for us, and Expe, ieng for him, 


More Notes rakem our of the Mirrour of the Martyrs of s the gs: ds 


Pag, WwWz an Therp (atd, Truth hath theſe Properties, that where-wver- it is Op- 
320, poſed, yet it g Spurs 4 ſmeet Smell ; ——_ wore the Encorigs Koſi ſift, the 
greater ſweet Savour cometh t ; which Hegyenty Smell. will-nut vaneſÞ away like 
Smoke in the Wing, but will aeſtts undref reſt in (ome Clean Soul that thirſteth Meeafie. 

: Pag. 317.] Kiltay," 4 DuxFSchoolmaſter, fuch as askr him, if-he I6yed nor 
his Wife-and Children) fail," Ter; if all tha] old mere-Gold, 1 would ghu7'it to live 


with them, though it weye but ind Priſon, yet is my Soul and my Lord Chriſt Dearer 10 
me than all things whatſoever, 
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P.315.) Peter Bruce thankt God that hus broken L'gg ſuffer d him not to fleeSufferingg, 
Pag. 313.) George Carpenter ſaid, A Town was not ſo dear to him as bis IVife end 
Children ; yet for Chriſt's ſake (aid he) 1 will for ſake them all Chearfull. 0 
c Pag. 310.) Chr. Marſhall aid, From Eternal ve was a $ heep deftinated to the S laugh. 
ter , and now 1 am going to the Shambles ; Gold muſt be tryed. A 
Pag. 310. ] Said one, You may throw my Body down, but my Soul mounts »pwerd, 
Your Blaſphemies more offend my Soul, than your Torments do my Boay, 
Peter Berger being at the Stake, ſaid, I ſee the Heavens opened: and beholding the 
Multitude, ſaid, Great s the Harveſt . Lord, ſend thy Labourers. 
Pag. 302. Cyprian being ſolicited by certain Courriers to conſider d:l:ber ately, and 
20 ſparr his Life, and diſſemble his Religion ,, anl wered, In ſo holya cauſe there need mg © 
ſ 4 Deliberation. | | 
Pag. 258.) T. ho. Spur dame ſaid, God muſt have his due, and Czlar hu, He ſaid, 
He muſt give his Soul to God, and all that belongs thereunto. 
Pag. 318.) Fra. Cwllver being to ſuffer Death with his two Sons, ſaid thelg- 
words, Sheep we are for the Slaughter ; this is no New Thing. 1 
Pag. 304.] Saluptws, whom the Emperor Fulian imployed to perſecute the 
Chriſttans, ſaw how they were carryed through their Sufferings, and that theie 
Cruelty nothing prevailed, he gave this Report ro the Emperor, That if he dec. 
thus with them, 1t would turn to their Glory, but his Shame. , 
Pag. 194.] Brown (ſaid 8onner) Tow have bern before me many 4 time and oft, 
1have travelled with thee to winn thee from thine Errors, yet thou and ſuch like have and 
repore, that 1 go abort to ſeek thy Blood, Tea, my Lord (ſaid Brown) ye be a Blood: 
ſucker indeed. | | 
Pag. 326.) Bonner (aid to one, They call we BLOODY BONNER, Aven- 
geance on you all, I would fain be r1d of you, but you bave a Delight in Burning , but if 
might have my Will, 1 would ſew up your Mowthes, and put you in Sacks, and drown you, 
Pag. 23.) Roger Clark (aid, Fght for your God, for he hath not long to cominue. 
Pag. 263.] Robert Coe being demanded-by the Biſhop of Norwich, Whether he 
would Obey the King's Laws ?* Aniwered, As far as they agree with God's Word I will 
Obey them, The Biſhop ſaid, Whetber they Azree or not Agreewith God's Word, we 
6: boznd to Obey them, theugh the King were az Infidel, Coe aid, 1f Shedrech, Me- 
ſhech and Abednego hed ſo dane, Nebuchadazzzer had not Con efſed the True God, © 
Roger Holand ſake in the Spirit of Prophecy concerning the Powers in his Ape; 
tells them, Their Authority was from God ;, and ! "at by his Sufferings they did Perſecute 
them, but th (faith he) 1 dare be bold to ſay, minch by his Spirit Iam MOVED to 
ſpeak, God will ſhorten your Hand of Cruelty, Which did ſo come to pals, 


Cardinal Woolſey's 'Teſtimony about PRIN TING, 
and his Lamentation to the POPE 


He very Art of PRINTING was at the firſt thought Dangerous, becauſe 
it was looked on as a thing like to introduce ſeveral Opinions in Religions 
Cardinal Woolſey, in a Letter of his to the Pope, hath this Paſſage about ic. That his 
Holineſs could not be ignoramt what divers Effetts the New Invention of Printing had pro- 
duced, for a5 it had brought in and viſtored Books and Learning, (together it þath brew 
the Occafion of theſe Setts and Schiſms, which daily appeared in the World, but chiefly in. 
Germany, where men begin now to call in queſtion the preſent Faith and Tenents of the 
Church, and to examin how far Religion i departed from its primitive Inſtitution , and 
that which particularly was moſt to be lamented, they had exhorted Lay and Ordinary Men t@ 
Read the Scriptures, and to Pray in their vulgar Tongue , that if this were (ſuffered, beſides 
all other Dangers the common People at laſt mightcome to believe, that there was not [o much 
wſe of the Clergy ;, for if menwere perſwaded once they could make their own way to God, 
and that Prayers in their Native and Ordinary Language might pierce Heaven as well as in 
Latin, how much would the Authority of the Mals fall | how prejudicial might tha prove 
wto all our Eccleſiaſtical Orders loved! Harbert, Hiſt, of Hey, 8, 


THE END. _ 
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